SABELLIANS-----SABLE.

differently, but after their return from
Egypt Nehemiah exerted himself to secure
the true observance.   Gradually the original
law became encumbered with a long list of
petty pharisaical and rabbinical regulations,
The Sabbath began at sunset on Friday and
ended at sunset on Saturday.   On the Sab-
bath the Jews were not allowed to go out
of the city further than 2000 paces, that is,
about a mile, and this distance was called
a Sabbath-day's journey.    And as every
seventh day was a day of rest to the people,
so was every seventh year to the land.   It
was unlawful in this year to plough or sow,
or prune vines; and if the earth brought
forth anything of its own accord, these
spontaneous fruits did not belong to the
master of the ground, but were common to
all    This year was called the Sabbatical
y cart and was also to be a year of release
for J ewish debtors.   In the Gospels the re-
ferences to the Sabbath are numerous, and
they show us that Christ always paid re-
spect to the institution although he did not
regard the minute prohibitions that had
been added to the original law.  The desire
of distinguishing the Christian from the
Jewish observance early gave rise to the
celebration of Sunday, the first day of the
week, instead of the Sabbath.   In 360 the
Council of Laodicea removed all scruples
as to the duty of Christians to keep the
Jewish Sabbath.   See Sunday.
Sabellians.   See Sabtttius.
Sabellius, a Christian teacher at Ptole-
mais in Upper Egypt, who lived about 250,
and is known as the founder of a sect who con-
sidered the Son and Holy Ghost only as dif-
ferent manifestations of the Godhead, but
not as separate persons. He taught that as
man, though composed of body and soul, is
but one person, so God, though he is Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, is but one person.
Dionyaius of Alexandria wrote against Sabel-
lius, and Pope Diouysius condemned him in a
council held at Home in 263. As a sect the
Sabellians are extinct since the beginning
of the 5th century, but their views have
always found adherents.

Sa'bians, or SABJEAN^ a name improperly
given by writersof the middle ages to heathen
star-worshippers. It is also given to a sect
which arose about 830, and whose members
are also called Pseudo-Sabians, or Syrian-
Sabians, from the fact that the sect origi-
nated among tihe Syrians of Mesopotamia.
Their religion is described as the heathen-
ism of the ancient Syrians, modified by Hel-

lenic influences. This sect flourished for
about two centuries. See also Christians
of St. John.
Sabicu', or SAVICTJ', a leguminous tree,
Lysiloma Sabicu, native of Cuba. It fur-
nishes an exceedingly heavy and hard wood,
with a texture as smooth, close, and firm
as ivory almost, and of a rich, warm, red
colour. It is much employed for ship-
building" and cabinet-making.
Sab'ine, river of the United States of
America. It rises in the north-eastern part
of Texas, and after a course of some 500
miles flows into the Gulf of Mexico through
Sabine Bay. It is too shallow to be of
much use for navigation,
Sab'ine, SIB EDWABD, a British astrono-
mer and physicist, born at Dublin 1788,
died at East Sheen (Surrey) 1883. He was
educated for the army at Woolwich, and
obtained a lieutenant's commission in the
Royal Artillery. Although he gained the
rank of major-general in 1859, it is not to
his military achievements that he owes cele-
brity, but to his earnest and long-continued
researches in astronomy and physical geo-
graphy. As astronomer he accompanied
Sir J. Boss, and afterwards Sir E. Parry,
in search of the North-west Passage, made
valuable observations, and collected numer-
ous data regarding the length of the pendu-
lum and the variations of the magnetic
needle. He made other voyages to tropical
and arctic regions to investigate these and
allied subjects, and published his researches
in the Philosophical Transactions, and the
Transactions of the British Association and
the Royal Society. From 1861-71 he pre-
sided over the Royal Society, and in 1S69
he was created a KC.B.
Sab'ines (Sabini), an ancient people widely
spread in Middle Italy, allied to the Latins,
and already an important nation prior to the
foundation of Rome. Originally they were
confined to the mountain districts to the
S.E. of Rome, and their ancient capital was
Amiternum, near the modern Aquila. As an
independent nation they ceased to exist in
290 B.C., when they were incorporated with
the Roman state. See Rome (History).
Sabines, RAPE OF THE.   See Romvlus.
Sable, a digitigrade carnivorous mammal,
nearly allied to the common marten and
pine marten, the Mustela- sibdllna, found
chiefly in Siberia and Kamtchatka, and
hunted for its fur. Its length, exclusive of
the tail, is about 18 inches. Its fur, which
is extremely lustrous, and hence of lie very
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